Becoming a Detective: Historical Case
File #1—Selling Suffrage

At the request of the textbook committee your
class has been asked to investigate the role

of Hazel Hunkins and whether she should be
added to the next edition of your textbook.

In order to answer this larger question, the
committee must first understand what tactics
were effective in gaining women the right to
vote. As a member of the commission selected
to review the case, your job is to examine the
following documents to decide how effective
the National Woman’s Party was in its use of
symbols, technology, and public relations.

« What symbols, technologies, and tactics did
women use to win the right to vote?
+ How did the media of the day respond?

Step 1. Review Background Information
Before 1912, the suffrage movement focused
primarily on state campaigns; nine states had
granted women voting rights by 1912, with
Montana and Nevada joining the ranks of
woman suffrage states in 1914. By that year,

a younger, more militant wing of the suffrage
movement began to assert itself; under the
leadership of Alice Paul and Lucy Burns, these
young radicals “endeavored to shift [the main
suffrage organization] NAWSA’s attention
away from winning voting rights for women

at the state and local levels to securing an
amendment to the U.S. Constitution to enfran-
chise women nationally.” (Library of Congress
American Memory, “Historical Overview of the
National Woman’s Party,” Web. 4 Sept. 2015.
http://www.loc.gov/collections/static/women-

of-protest/images/history.pdf)

According to historian Mary Margaret
Finnegan, the young radicals infused “the
cause with a well-needed dose of spectacle,
drama, and cross-class appeal,” making “wom-
an suffrage a topic of national interest. They

inaugurated woman suffrage parades, mass
meetings, and entertainments; they aggres-
sively lobbied state and federal legislatures,
vocally criticized government, and refused to
defer to either authority or tradition.” (From
Finnegan, Mary Margaret. Selling Suffrage:
Consumer Culture & Votes for Women, New York:
Columbia University Press, 1999, pp. 5-6)

Step 2: Investigate the Evidence
Expect to spend about ten minutes on each
of the sources in your packet, available online

at http://mhs.mt.gov/education/women/

HazelHunkins.

Exhibit 1-A Undated newspaper clipping:
San Francisco Call and Post, Hazel Hunkins-
Hallinan Papers, MC 532, Switchboard Photo,
box 60, folder 10, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe
Institute

Exhibit 1-B Newspaper article: “5,000
Women in Suffrage Parade at Washington,”
South Bend [Indiana] News Times, May 9, 1914

Exhibit 1-C Photograph: Woman Suffrage
Parade, 1914, Harris and Ewing, photog-
rapher. Harris & Ewing Collection, Library
of Congress, Washington, D.C. LC-DIG-
hec-04137.

Exhibit 1-D Typed letter: Typed letter: Hazel
Hunkins to Mother, July 8, 1917, Hazel
Hunkins-Hallinan Papers, MC 532, box 61,
folder 9, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute

For each source, answer all the questions on
the Document Analysis Worksheet. Note: You
will be sharing these answers with your
class in an “exhibit” format—so write

legibly!

Step 3: Search for Clues
1. List three things that you did NOT know
about the woman’s suffrage movement before
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reading these documents that you know now.

2. Did you find any instances when the docu-
ments contradict one another? If so, describe
them. Which account do you think is more
accurate? Why?

3. What techniques, symbols, and types of
technology did suffrage activists use to ad-
vance their cause?

4. Characterize Hazel Hunkins’ views on pub-
licity. Do you agree with her?

Step 4: Crack the Case

Based on your analysis of the documents and
citing evidence to support your answer, please
create a presentation to share with the other
members of the textbook committee (your
class). You may use technology if you wish.
Your presentation should answer the following
questions:

1. What strategies and tactics did women use
to win the right to vote?

2. How did the media of the day respond to
these strategies and tactics?

3. Whose perspective was not represented in
the material you read? How might other per-
spectives change your analysis?

4. How does the material you analyzed relate
to Hazel Hunkins and the committee’s larger
question: whether she should be included in
the next edition of the textbook?

Make sure to include in your report:

« Specific examples! Quote from the
documents.

« Information about where and how the
documents contradicted each other (if this
occurred) and how you decided which ones to
trust.

« Alist of any additional questions you still
have that were left unanswered through your
investigation.

After your presentation is complete, organize
your material into an “exhibit” so your fellow
committee members can easily access your evi-
dence when creating their briefs. Your exhibit
must include your answers to the following
questions:

« What is the source called?

« Who created it?

« When was it created? How soon after the
event it describes?

« Who was the audience for this document?

« Why was it created?

+ Did you find evidence of bias or point of
view? If so, what?

« How do these factors affect the source’s
credibility?
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Historical Case File #1—Selling Suffrage

CISCO CALL AND POST x x Californic’s Greatest Evenin§ Newspaper *

BIGGEST WOMEN’S RALLY IN
S. F. TO BE HELD SUNESS

iss Hazel Hunkins, who will be at the telcphone switchboard Friday evenm“ to handle the Cht-
cago connections when women on the stage will listen to speeches being made by suffragists in

the Illinois city. Miss Hunkins was snappcd at the switchboard by an International Film
Service camera man.

!

People OnvS'tage to Hear Chi-|
- cago Suffrage Talks
QOver Telephone -

Sunday night's rally of the California §
Woman's Party in Scottish Rite Hall is g
expected to be the. b!ggeatfpolltical de
‘onstration ever made by women in . this
city. .The meeting. set for' Friday even-
ing, will be comblned with that o!‘ Sun-

da,

ﬁlss Hazel Hunklns, who has
campaigning for the party against Presi-
dent Wilson and all Democratic candi-
dates, ‘will take a conspicuous part ing
the meeting. Mrs, Willlam Kent, wifeg
of Congressman Kent, will preside and §
[ the speakers will be Mrs, Sara Bard$
Fleld, Miss Maude Younger, Mrs. Ida
Finney mckx!llo and Mms Gadl I.n.u:h-
lin.

. Fif! telephone. recelvers will be in-
ztllled on the uta.s'o, 80 tha. @hm slt-

Exhibit 1-A

San Francisco Call and Post, Hazel Hunkins-Hallinan Papers, MC 532, box 60, folder 10, Schlesinger
Library, Radcliffe Institute
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Historical Case File #1—Selling Suffrage

000 WONEN 1
SUFFRAGE PARAE
1T WASHINETON

WASHINGTON, May 9 —Suffrage
cohorts marched and countermarched
through the streets of Washington
today, making a brilliant spectacle as
they formed for the great parade to
the capital to present their petition
to congress asking that women be
given the right to vote.

More than 5,000 women from every
state in the union, representing every

profession, interest and class, enthu-
siastic over the prospects of the dem-
onstration gathered for the march.

Distnetive attire was worn by
delegations from the various states
and the waving banners and pennants
made the demonstration one of the
most striking that ever has heen wig-
nessed here. The assembling point of
the marchers was Lafavétte sguare
and the course of the march was up
Pennsylvania av. to the capitol, The
forces were marshalled by members
of the Congressional Union Equal
Suffrage.

Rep. Mondell of Wyoming, who in-
troduced the resolution proposing a
constitutional amendment to provide
equal suffrage was given the place of
honor In tha procession. a carriage
near the head of the parade being as-
signed for his use.

The day was clear and moderately
warm, letting the women wear their
prettiest gowns and  bringing out
crowds of spectators apparentiy
friendly to the cause,

The only discordant note was fur-
nished by the anti-suffragets who
posted small boys along the line of
parade to distribute red roses, the
emblem of opposition to suffrage,

“The March of the Women,” com-
posed by Dr. Ethel Smyth, was select-
ed as the official song of the pageant
and a chorus of 1.000 women was
chosen to furnish the music of the
procession, :

Exhibit 1-B

“5,000 Women in Suffrage Parade at
Washington,” South Bend [Indiana] News
Times, May 9, 1914. Full page available at

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/
sn87055779/1914-05-09/ed-1/seq-1.pdf
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Historical Case File #1—Selling Suffrage

Exhibit 1-C

“Woman Suffrage Parade, 1914, Washington, D.C.,” Harris and Ewing, photographer. Harris &
Ewing Collection, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. LC-DIG-hec-04137.

Notes: Title and date from unverified caption data received with the Harris & Ewing Collection.
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Historical Case File #1—Selling Suffrage

Exhibit 1-D
Typed letter: Hazel Hunkins to Mother, July 8, 1917, Hazel Hunkins-Hallinan Papers, MC 532, box
61, folder 9, Schlesinger Library, Radcliffe Institute

to tealthe things which hm been the
atiol .

I have gotten im touch with m

stuff will hereafter bc the dope trol ny m !ll
I had been sble to do that before,things would h
very differemt R put there, but th
one until after #fW ‘nuen"wni.unt“
world. So aféér this you ecan believe almost W
"speeial to the Gazzettel o

I think I omee told you in a wire that I M
ization sesretary whieh means that I have had a :M
world,although that faiee is not finameials I 71&'&“
organizers out in the states; direeting tm“%%%
anyone can direet whem ome is not on the ﬁﬂ’l ;
over the eeutry end direet the work of all | :
‘arrenging meetings for the sp.aknavg-l a sort of

A
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tasbent 4 foswver tm{‘:
have givem-out rather tham talken-{
paratory sehool of life. Life soi

te, as I am nows I love my ohmltry and I QM

go back to it, as I would go back to a thing tm x

prepared for, But what I wish is that I had mm

and American History, if you will,( I see j

I once heard Papa say he'd like to have me.
i I dont know just how to begin telling

sake read "The Suffragist", it alenq m”cﬁu ﬂt
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.

stand on the questiom., I tell you about hhat later. ;
To light imto the bare fasts 42 the situstiom, On Wedz

-----1 cant get the right oxder of events so I am only going “:‘*’
and give you what Just comcerndy me and maybe I wont even get M
straighte. The Russian banner epksode happened Wednesdey Jume 20ths
On the morning of June 21st amother Russian bamuer was prepered mg" gt
was taken out. The first banner Wad heen demolished by ome men who
wag an unauthorized person from New York sad ¥gf the sctions on m M
of the poliee, although they were somewhat late in the first imstamce,
had lead us to believe that we would have police protestiom if the .. ;
roudy element should appear again., The second banner was tm out by ‘ ‘
youngster in the spirit of bravade, beeause the first ﬂm , :
been interfered with by the poliee., The poliee had shut ome eye E ]
all of this as they have to a lot of other things in the Btﬂrt* until
someone fhere has the courage to show them up. There was :ﬂmﬁm !
the truth on the banners and the offender was the the man eommitting ¥
the roudy act mot the women who silently stood there as they mmu
for 152 days preseeding. |

o

After the youngster had torn the seeond Russian m W 1
I relieved one¢ of the piekets,as I have dome for every day m M
16thy holding the same banner tha& I have from the time that Gﬂm ;
reconvened tilllthet dey. It read"Ne demand democracy and it

ment in our own lahd", The word had gone out that there ww.u _
Russian Pamner in due course of time and there was a goodmatured
waiting to see the aet of tearing the third ome from ﬁc-M
there as I have stood for months and m"nﬂy nitaﬂ tn '
eome 8s it always does every hour. We mever staud M'M
unless we mt to and not that nnlul we mt Qu !

A lrs, mchmlm-mwwumm

mhd om by and I mgm‘ m 1,
comes up to you with auything bu
sank, It was the £irst time

HAZEL HUNKINS, BILLINGS SUFFRAGIST 31



woman ( I now believeto lwn hpn thl.
banner from the staff that m-,.x«m:-

to be & non-resistent pacifist and uﬁ -
To save my banner I stepped
fm-munuthuﬁmh nres:
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ped l’ to cuﬂm ﬂu !#W “_
‘banner from the staff held by the

‘ ﬂp to that time there had
arm;atha feline, her ineenser, Mrs. H
men tore the hanmner dowm, ‘then the whole vast o
into my conseiousness. 1t had all Wiﬁ i!

members in Washington who was pasaing in her dl
stand by me, I stood there with a"pa:l.ur d-ld MO-
that was nothing short of sublime"---that fﬂl m_ y
‘rosy glasses. Well anyway it was "an Exprtelu". ‘
through it again and I hate o wwad the accomnts o
I do, but I try end cheer up aud think,es x;m‘%
1t will be funny stuff for my m.m&"
‘I dont know whether you gﬂ n
but here are all the horrible doﬁsﬂ" (
I am not in the least to hlm for anfht:
m‘&u of cﬁ.rtmimi and I.M W y
muutr is mo ﬁg:.c of

A
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when I begin looking after myself before
I am most careful of my food mruw

Uy

night end abig kiss for both you snd Carl
Schazie on my bed with me out on the mm
good. Dont let i}iu get m:_kghig‘kur

sometime soon. I dont know when my vema
ing and when it does the first train take
anywheres | o
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